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Micah Frazier retires from Bassmaster Elite Series
with victories galore and tons of happy memories

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — After
fishing nine seasons on the Bass-

master Elite Series, Micah Fra-
zier of Newnan, Ga., is stepping
away from professional fishing.
Over the course of his B.A.S.S.
career, Frazier has earned one
Elite win, nine Top 10 finishes
and 34 Top 30 finishes.
Although Frazier has experi-
enced consistent success in the

“This has been a decision
that has been two or three
years in the making,” said|
Frazier. “My family has al-
ways been able to travel with
me, but with my son (Huck)
about to start kindergarten, |
just can't come to peace with
leaving them so often when
they start school.

Elite Series, he felt as if now was
the right time to step away for his
family and future endeavors.

“This has been a decision that
has been two or three years in the
making,” said Frazier. “My
family has always been able to
travel with me, but with my son
(Huck) about to start kinder-
garten, | just can’t come to peace
with leaving them so often when
they start school.
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Micah Frazier

“I keep reminding myself that
if I fish for another 10 years how
much time I would miss with my
kids, and I truly think that if you
gave me the chance at the end of

those 10 years, I would abso-
lutely buy that time back.”

The five-time Academy Sports +

Outdoors Bassmaster Classic
qualifier also feels as if some of
the business opportunities he’s
passionate about have forced him
to step back from providing bass
fishing the attention it demands
to be successful.

“I’ve really had to come to grips
with the fact that I simply can’t
do everything I want to do,” he
said. “I feel like I have to free up
some space in my life and in my
mind. I haven’t been giving fish-
ing the attention it deserves.”

Frazier fished his first St. Croix
Bassmaster Open in 2013 and
has since given bass fishing ev-
erything he has. Over the course
of time, he’s made relationships
that will never be broken and ex-
perienced things that most an-
glers never get to experience.

One of those things is to mentor
his brother Marc through his
young Elite Series career.

“I’'m really proud of my brother
and all he’s been able to accom-
plish in a really short amount of
time,” he said. “Not many people
get the chance to share those

Manatees are on the move at Crystal
River, Florida in annual migration

From The Water
World Wire

GAINESVILLE, Florida— The
annual migration of the endan-
gered West Indies manatees is
underway as the gentle sea cows
start their move from the Gulf

What to do with so many
manatees? Swimming is
the answer, and this is the
only locale in the United,
States where joining ma-
natees in the water is legal.
Local guides are knowl-
edgeable about how to re-
spectfully and carefully
share the water with these]
inspiring mammals. Crys-
tal River is a leader in ma-
natee conservation

waters inland. The manatees
destination is Kings Bay, Crystal
River, FL, the Manatee Capital
of the World, to rendezvous with
year-round residents. The pop-
ulation of these mammals soars
to over 1000 from November to
March.

What to do with so many mana-
tees? Swimming is the answer,
and this is the only locale in the
United States where joining ma-
natees in the water is legal. Local
guides are knowledgeable about
how to respectfully and carefully
share the water with these inspir-
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ing mammals. Crystal River is a
leader in manatee conservation.

Lodging in Crystal River has
never been more exciting. An-
glers Inn luxurious floating suites
give guests the suite life on the
water experience. These 59-foot,

U.S. Postal Service issues
‘The Save Manatees’ stamp
for 2024 for manatee lovers

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Postal Service announced many
of the stamps it will issue in
2024. Among them is ‘“The Save
Manatees’ stamp. It is being is-
sued to create awareness about
the threats posed to this beloved
marine mammal. Human vig-
ilance is crucial for its protection
— both to minimize motorboat
strikes and to maintain the
aquatic plants on which the ma-
natee feeds in the warm coastal
waters in and around Florida.

The stamp art is a digital render-
ing of a manatee placidly lolling
near the surface of the water.
Derry Noyes, an art director for
USPS, designed the stamp and
booklet cover using illustrator
Nancy Stahl’s original graphic
design.

“As always, our stamp program
features a broad array of subjects
and designs. Stamps are minia-
ture works of art and often tell a
story that highlights our Ameri-
can culture, our people or an im-
portant point in our history,” said
Lisa Bobb-Semple, acting Stamp
Services director for USPS.
“Stamps also allow us to show
what’s important to us as we
carefully select which stamp
adorns our mailpieces. The 2024
stamps were designed to offer the
American public a broad array of
choices for those looking to col-
lect stamps or send a special
message.”

wide body houseboats have all
the amenities and sleep up to six.
Docked at Pete’s Pier in the heart
of Kings Bay, our floating suites
residents relax on the multiple
decks and watch Manatees
slowly cruising by.

Multiple manatee experience ex-
cursion companies in the area
take customers to the best mana-
tee viewing locations for snor-
keling or watching from the boat
deck.

A

Visitors are encouraged to make
reservations for excursions and
Anglers Inn Floating Suites lodg-
ing as early as possible to ensure
availability.

Learn more by visiting Pete’s
Pier and Anglers Inn. Follow An-
glers Inn Floating Suites, where
Service is Our Focus, on Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter. For
more information on the Crystal
River area go to Discover Crystal
River.

entle
Nud

ge...

Manatee
adoptions make
great gifts!

s
Save ‘7
B Mlaiiares.
b - v

adoptamanatee.org

kinds of memories with their
siblings. Leaving Marc out there
(on the Elite Series) is one of the
main reasons this decision was so
difficult to make.”

Like all Elite pros, Frazier knows
how much of a sacrifice being a
professional angler is, and doing
it without the support of his wife
Anna, parents, friends, sponsors
and fans would make it impos-
sible.

“I’ve really been blown away by
all the comments and support that
I’ve been given since I made the
announcement,” he said. “I know
I’m doing the right thing. It’s a
bittersweet decision, and there
are going to be times that I miss
it, but it just doesn’t sit in my life
the same way it used to.

“The filter in which I see things
now and my reason for living is
my family and my kids, and it
just doesn’t suit them as much as
it suits me, which is a big part of
the reason I’ve made this deci-

sion.”

Connect with #Bassmaster on
Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter.

Quinerly
named to Bob
Cousy Watch

List
from sports page 1

New Jersey native was crucial in
Alabama’s three NCAA Tourna-
ment bids from 2021-2023,
which included two Sweet Six-
teen appearances. He averaged
12.9 points per game in seven
NCAA Tournament games.
Bob Cousy played for Holy
Cross from 1946-1950, winning
an NCAA Championship in
1947. He was named a Consen-
sus First-Team All-American in
1950. His success continued at
the professional level as a six-
time NBA Champion (1957,
1959-1963), NBA Most Valuable
Player (1957) and 13-time NBA
All-Star (1951-63). In 1996, he
was named a member of the
NBA's 50th Anniversary All-
Time Team.

Fans are encouraged to partici-
pate in Fan Voting, presented by
Dell Technologies, in each of the
three rounds starting on Friday.
In late January, the watch list of
20 players for the 2024 Bob
Cousy Award will be narrowed
to 10, and then in late February,
to just 5. In March, the five final-
ists will be presented to Cousy
and the Hall of Fame's selection
committee, where a winner will
be selected. The winner of the
2024 Bob Cousy Award will be
presented on a to be determined
date, along with the other four
members of the Men's Starting
Five. Additional awards being pre-
sented include the Jerry West Award
(Shooting Guard), Julius Erving
Award (Small Forward), Karl Ma-
and the

Award

lone (Power Forward),
Kareem  Abdul-Jabbar

(Center).
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The TNT
Fireworks
B.A.S.S.

Nation Series

announced for
2024 schedule

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The
2024 TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S.
Nation Series schedule features
four national qualifiers on some
of the country’s best bass fish-
eries along with a new format
giving grass-roots anglers more
opportunities to qualify for the
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship
and a shot at a berth in the iconic
Academy Sports + Outdoors
Bassmaster Classic.

Beginning in 2024, both individ-
ual B.A.S.S. Nation anglers and
club members from each state
will be able to enter national qual-
ifier events, with the Top 20 fin-
ishers advancing to the B.A.S.S.
Nation  Championship. Ad-
ditionally, club anglers will be
able to qualify directly from their
state tournaments to the cham-
pionship.

“Our goal is to give the everyday
angler more chances to make it to
the B.A.S.S. Nation Champion-
ship, whether they get in via a
state-run event or a national qual-
ifier,” said GL Compton, tourna-
ment director for the B.A.S.S.
Nation. “We know that for many
anglers especially when
you’re working or in college —
joining a local club isn’t practical,
so opening our regional qual-
ifying events to unaffiliated indi-
viduals is a way to accommodate
those competitors. But, if you’re
a club angler, now you’ll have
two paths to qualify for the Na-
tion Championship. It really is an
all-around win for grass-roots an-
glers.”

The schedule will kick off early
next year on Lake Eufaula in Eu-
faula, Ala., February 7-9. Known
as the “Bass Fishing Capital of
the World” and the hometown of
late fishing industry legend Tom
Mann, the brushpile-laden Chat-
tahoochee River fishery has
hosted 18 major B.A.S.S. events
since 1968.

After a stop in Muskogee, Okla.,
April 3-5, the schedule will swing
to the upper region of the United
States in May with a qualifier on
the Mississippi River May 8-10
in La Crosse, Wis.

Just weeks before the Elite Series
heads to New York, the final na-
tional qualifier event will take
place July 24-26 on Lake Cham-
plain in Plattsburgh, N.Y. One of
the most picturesque fisheries the
B.A.S.S. events visit, this 435-
square-mile natural lake strad-
dling the New York/Vermont
border delights anglers with the
bass fishing trifecta — diversity,
quantity and quality.

“We're excited to roll out the wel-
come mat for the B.A.S.S. Nation
Series on Lake Champlain in
2024,” said Alyssa Senecal, assis-
tant director of tourism and mar-
keting for the North Country
Chamber of Commerce.




